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VETERAN SWEDtSH AIRMEN C 6SERVE, 

DESCRIBE DISK-SK-AjED AXRCRAFT OVER SKAAKS 

/The Ittfonnatlon 16^ this rep ort vas tske o f^om three articles 
vhich apxw»aredTla^th e liberal "stoCkholffl dall^Dagros 
18. 19. and 20 Decemher 1953* In the rendition of the first tvo 
articles (18 and 19 Decemher), repetitious elemeDts have been 
omitted. The third article is given in full. 

'Numbers' in p arentheses refer to appended sour ce s^^ ^ 



The chief pilot for Transair Airlines, Fli^t Captain TJlf Christiernssoo,-- 
and his fli^t meehaalc, Olle Johansson, reported t^t on the afternoon of 
17 December 1953, vhUe flying in a DC-3 over Skaane, they sighted a myste- 
rious circQlar metal object njrlfig in an opposite direction of them at * 
estimated at about the s peed of sound. The airmen estima ted that the object 
vas about 10 meters in diameter. ■ 

Captain Christiernsson, at present emplo^d by Transair in flying the 
morning [Stochholmj papers to southern Sveden, has vfry , 

perience, having served as a volunteer vith the from 1942 -19’*6, finisMng 
his aervice vith the rardt of captain. Ee flev 30 missions against enemy terri- 
tory from' North Africa and Italy. .. ^ 

Captain Christiernsson made the folloving statement to Dagens Nyfaeter. 

"I do not doubt for an instant that it vas not a Jet plane. Vbat I sav vas a 
completely unorthodox, metallic, syifflietric, round object vhich vas, unlike any- 
thing I have seen before. The mysterious object appeared auddenly on the air 
route traveled by all controlled air traffic^ be tveea Bulltofta and Broma air- 
ftelds [at KalffiS^and Stockholm respectively]. I myself vas en route to Brooma, 




PUBLISHED 



Stockholffl 



NO. OF PAGES k 



DATE 

PUBLISHED 

LANGUAGE 



18-20 Dec 1953 
Svedlsh 




SUPPLEMENT TO 
REPORT NO. ■ 



THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION 



SOURCE 



Dagecs Eyheter 



VmRAN SWEDISH AIRI^ OBSEKVE, 
DESCRIBE DISK-SEi^lED AIRCRAFT (NER SKf^J^ 



/The lafonsatlon in this report vas taken from three articles 
vhich appeared in the liberal Stockholm dally ^ 
l8, 19/ and 20 Deceaber ‘1953 • In the rendltloQ of the first tvo 

articles (l8 and 19 December) ^repetitions eluents have been 
chitted. The third article is given 

~*Kiimberg^in i^re^^heaes: refer to apbeDded soQrces .7 



The chief pilot for Transair Airlines, Flight Captain Ulf ChrisilerassoQ, 

»nd his flight oechanic, OUe Johansson, reported that on the afterno on of 
17 December 1953, vhUelf lying in a DC- 3 ^over Skaane, they sifted a ^ste- 
rious circolar metal object flying in an opposite directlon of them at » speed 
estimated at about the speed of sound. The alrE^n estimated that Ihe object 
vas about 10 meters in diaaete^ r. ‘ I ZZ: 

Captain Christiernsson, at present employed ^y Tr^^airrln^flying the — 
morning (Stockholm] pap«rs to. sputberi 

perience, having served as a volunteer 'with the RAP ^_oa 19^2-19^10, finisMng 
£s service vtth the rank of captai n. Ee^flev jO Bjisslons againsh enemy terri- 
tory rroffl North Africa and 'Itedy. . i 

Captain Christiernsson BSde3heZfollbving^M^hV to Dag eas Nyfae_t_er; 

"I do not doubt for an Instant that IV ^srh fot a J et plane. .What I say vas a 
completely unorthodox;" metallic , syinmetrlc, round object yhich vas.vmlike aay- 
thlcg I have seen before . The ■ mystefious object appeared suddenly, on the atr^ 
route traveled by all comrhlled air traffic betyeen Bulltofta and Ero^- air- 
fields (at Kalm5^aad Stockholm resp ectiv ely]. X myself va s cn route to Bromma- 
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Over BSssleholja, I .eav an object -- on my right aD<i obliquely In front of me, 
flying at a somewhat lover altitude — which at first I thought to be a Jet 
plane. The silhouette was thin and it approached me at a very high velocity. 

OUe Johansson and I have discussed the matter of its speed, and comparing its 
speed with, for example, that of the "Flying Barrels" [J*29], ve have estimated 
the speed to be about that of sound. The whole business took place fantastically 
quickly, but I believe that I was able to see the object for 4 to 5 seconds. 

"When the object got closer, I was able to ascertain that it was symmetric 
and metallic. It Is very dlfficult^^ describe somethlh^that one has never . 

seen before, but I would say that it looked like a flying lozenge.- The object 

did not seem, to have a crew, but seemed more to be“ a robot. When it passed, 

under the wing [of the DC-»3]» I could no longer see it. The mechanic, who was 

able to observe it for five moreisecondsy cohfim^the^fact” that It was circular 
or possibly scs?ievhat elliptical in form, the time of the Incident, ve were 
flying at an altitude of 2,?vf0 meters and the cloud ceiling was about 1,500 
meters. Thus, the object should have been flying .at._ea .altitude of between 
1,500 and 1,600 meters. Ve estimated -the size to he about 10 meters in dia- 
meter. It. left no exhaust or_condensation trail. 



"We are both absolutcljrlcoavihced that it could not have been a meteor , or 

other celestial phenomenon. We did not seeTany distinct light but were only 

able to see that the object- had a metallic lustre.- I^edlately after thTIbb-^^ ^- 
servalion, we reported to F5 1h Ljuhgbyfaed end tb^b^z^e rt^nal c ivil air, 
security service at BulltoftaT^ The course of the "bhi ect was so^ jth-southvest. - 



The whole thing happened so quickly^that ve could hot have manag ed to cha nge 
course [and follow the^bJ ect l ...^J ' 



. OUe Johansson ' s statement was as follows : "I was sitting- forward in the 

right-hand seat of the pilotis cabin when Captain Chrlstlernsson pointed^to the 
object. What I saw was an ellipse vlth^harp outUhcs and s^omethlng between 
sliver and white in color. I saw it^foY-abhut lO^ecbnds. It^wss. approaching 
frc«a the north In a direction opposite to our s > at a speed of about 1,200 kilo- ----- 
Bffiters pef hour. -It was flying en tirel y above^the clouds. From Kalm5 north - 
vard, ve were able to see the: gr ou nd for only a few myTiameters and after that 
there was, ^ cloud covering aU't^be wa y tb^StbekholaT^ 7We l^re fl ying at a speed 

of about 270 kilometers per hour .zl Ten MMt¥s ‘‘after the ihc i d e nt , ve met an 

SAS (Scandinavian Airlines S^tcm) DC -4. Theriupon, ve estimated the object's 
speed at about three times that of the DC^ 7 There seemed to he no flames or 
smoke trail from the object. Since we had the automatic pilot on, ve had no 
chance to t^n quickly enough to see where the object vent." 



The Defense Staff's short communique on the incident read as foUows: 

"At 1457 hours on Thursday, the crew on a civilian coDmercial plane observed, 
in the vicinity of BSssleholm, an unknown object which moved at a Mgh speed 
in a direction opposite to that of the plane. The object was viewed for 6 to 
7 seconds.. At the time of the Incident, thefe^vas clear weather at the alti- 
tude at which the plane was flying. Because, of the low cloud ceiling, the 
object could not have been seen from the ground. Within the knowledge of the 
Defense Staff, there was no Swedish plane in* the area concerned nt the time of 
the Incident, Investigation continues." 7 

J' . 

. Reports of "flying saucers" have arisen in both Europe and'^erica.-.oa 
countless occasions in recent ycnrs but, according to a statement to Da'^ns 
Ryfaeter' by a member of the Air Staff, these observations over.Skaane can be. ■ .-» 
termed the- clearest and most ’’detailed which heretofore have been made regarding 
myst^ious, unknown aircraft .(1) • i7- 



"When the object got closer, I vas able to ascertalh that it vas eyisnnetrlc 
and metallic. It Is very difficult to describe something that one has never . 
seen before, but I vould say that It looked like a flying lozenge. The object 
did not seem.to have a crev, but seemed more to be a robot. When it passed — 
under the ving [of the DG-3], I could no longer see it. The mechanic, vho vas 
able to observe it for five more seconds, confirms the fact that It vas circular 
or possibly 6<a?evbat elliptical in form, the time of the Incident, ve vere 
flying at an altitude of 2, 150^eters^eund the cloM^el 11^ vas about 1,500 
Eeters. Thus, the object should have been flying at an altitude of between 
1,500 and 1,600 meters. We estimated-the size to be about 10 meters in dia- 
meter. It. left no exhaust or condensation trail. 

"We are both absolutely convinced that it could not have be«n a meteor ^or 
other celestial phenomenon. We did not see any distinct light but were only 
able to see that the object had a metallic lustre. Iiamediatcly after the ob- 
servation, ve reported to F5 in LJungbyhed and to the regional civil air. 
security service at BuUtofta. The course of the object vas sofith-southvest. 

The whole thing happened so quickly that we cb\ild hot hWe Mhaged to change 
course [and follow the object]..." 

.OUe Johansson's statement vas as follows; "I vas sitting forweird in the 
right-hand seat of the pilot's cabin when Captain Christlernsson pointed to the 
object. What I saw vas am ellipse with sharp out lin es and something between 
silver and white in color. I saw it for about^lO 6ecOQdh.Z^ItZvas approaching 
from the north in a direction opposite to ours, at a speed of “about 1,200 kilo- 
meters per* hour. It vas flying e ntir ely: above the clouds. Frota KalmS north- 
vard, ve were able to see the g round for only a fev m yriameters and after that 
there vas, a^ cloud covering allTtbe vay“ t“o“ Stockholm. We were flying at a speed 
of about 2^0 kilometers per hour. Ten minutes < aftW theT incld e ht , ve met an 
SAS (Scemdlnavlan Airlines System) DC-47 1 Thereupon, veestir^^ the object's 
speed at about three times that of the DC-4T Tt^re se^ed to be no flames or 
smoke trail frcan the obJect.—Sihce’ ve had the. automatic pilot on, ve had no 
chance to ttirn quickly enough to see where the obj ect vent. " 

The Defense Staff’s short coinnuaique on the incidentlreadlas follbvk; 

"At 1457 hours on Thursday, the crev on a clvlllah ccmmercial plane observed, 
in the vicinity of BSssleholm, an uhknovn obj ect which moved at a high- speed 
in a direction opposite to that of the plane.l^T6e7bb J ^t vas vi^ ed for:d“^o " 

7 seconds.. At the time of the Incident, there 'vas clear veatber at the altl- 
tude at which the pleme vas flying. Because, of^h^lov clb^ ceiling7f the^^^^^ 
object could not have been seen from the g round . ^Vithlri the knov ledge : of the 
Defease Staff, there was “no Svedisb plane In -the area concerned at the time of^^ 
the incident. Investigation continues . --- ^ > 

■/ 

Reports of "flying saucers" have arisen in both Europe and -toericaj.on 
countless ocbasions in recent ye crs but, aceording to a statement - to DaT^1^ 
Ryfaeter ' by a member of the Air Staff 7^he6e.observati0iis_over..Skaane can be .r’ 
termed the clearest and most '^d entailed ^SchTberetof ore have been made regarding 
mysterious, unknova aircraft 7 (1) •; 7 
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Erperts Say O bject Vas Dgi yllcht Meteorite 

Both the Defeuge Staff and the Air Staff vere vorklng fgveriehly on . • 
Friday (l8 December) to solve the mystery of the '"flying loienp. Tbey - ^ - - 
arrived at no definite result, hut the experts are mostly ' 

that the oheerved object vas a daylight meteorite. The possibility that It 
vas a ballon or an unknovn type of foreign aircraft is not ruled out, hov--- 
ever. The theory of a meteorite vas put forth by one of the persons In 
Sveden best acquainted with the region, Bertil Lindblad of the obserTatory in 

Lund. 

According to Lindblad. -pre cise ly in De cemb er the earth pajses a swarm of 
meteors Imovn as the Geminlds. The maximum occurred on I 3 December. Studies 
of the meteors tore shown that Just at the^ime of day at which the object 'was _ 
seen -- about 1500 hours the meteors arl approaching the earth at an angle 
of 3 deuces which means that their p ath is nearly par aUel to the earthto 
surface. The direction of thC^teors'ls from north to south with a dls* - 
placement of 17 degrees which a lso seems to agree with the ohservatlons made. 

In space, meteors have aT speed of 3^ niWetdrs pe^M^ spee d is 

reduced very greatly when they come into the vici nity o f the earth. I t^ha s 

not heretofore been possible to observe meteors during the day so It is not - 
hncrwn how they looh in daylight. Vhen the earth passed the same meteor svarm 
last year, a lone meteor was observed some days after the swsjra had disap^ 

peared. That meteor was plainly" a stragglerT It vas cbservied at al^t,boy-i__ 

ever, and therefore gave offra weah, red glow. It fell also aV ari"ehtirely * 

different angle since it was a diff^ent time ©f day. ' 

Captain KSllenius of the DefehsTtStaffls^tated that, other possible ^ _ 

planations of the phenomeaonihaveznotLheen written off by eny means. 
sore, no Swedish halloons-have been se^t up, ^ propaganda and weather bal- 
loons have been sent up frop^both Germany- and Denmark^ type-of wind^ 

and weather prevailing in recent days, it would have been possible for a bal- ^ 
loon to have been driven over Sweden Captain Christ ternsson and his mechanic, 
one Johansson, stated - in' their report , thaOhe ^ed of ^the object approached 
that of sound; bowever;=;;there ls^reat difficulty in Judging speeds Of suddenly 
appearing objects, even for exp eri enced~bbservers . Captain KAlleDlus ccomented 
that If sbalJoco prior to its observatioET bad "spar e^to a great ^titude, it 
might have lost some of its^as , glTlng It a f lat form . ' - 

In some quarters, -CaptoinTG^ilUMMlSa-'?-^^^ regarded ^ s a 

prank. The Defense Staff, bcwever^doMZ Sot 7 000 ^ i t s prank. Chrlstiernsson, 
on returning from another flig ht to KalmS on Friday, ga ve heated ass^ances that 
his report vas the absolute truth. Be sald^"To he sure, I Joke a bit, but one 
does not Joke about things like this. I saw something and reported my obserTa- 
tions. Vhat it vas, I do not know. "( 2 ) 

Obje ct Stated to Be Advertising Balloon 

The mysterious **flying lozenge" over HSssleholm yas probably neither a ^ 
meteor nor a robot weapon, it was more likely' ah advertising balloon for -a ^ 
Skaane perfume firm. Ttie^b Ject vas observed at 1500 on Thursday (17 Dec^befJ 
and on the same day between 1200 and I 3 OO, Director Bertil DahlstrSm of 
had been up at Asphult on Llnderodsaasen, soose myriaaeters south of ■Eaasleholn, 

■ to release 300 aivertisinj balloons. * 

On Saturday evening (l9 December) DshlstrBa telephoned Dagens Raster s 

KslmO office and said, "With aU certainty, It is one of our b'allbons which the 
flyers saw. . On Thursday- noon, we sent up over 300 balloons cf various colors. 

Their sizes varied from 15 to 30 centimeters in diameter. According to vhat • 



Sweden best scquainted vlth the region, Bertil Llndblad of the obserratory in 
' Lund. 

Aceording to Lindblad, precisely in December the earth passes a svara of 
meteors known as the Geminids. The maxliJium occurred on 13 December. Studies • 
of the meteors have shown that just at the time of day at which the object 'was 
seen -- about 1500 hours — the meteors arl approaching the earth at an angle 
of 3 degrees which means that their path is nearly parallel to the earth's 
siffface. The direction of the meteors Is from north to south with a dls'^ 
placement of 17 degrees which also seems to agree with the observations made. 
In space, meteors have a speed ^f 3^ kilometers per second, but the speed Is 
reduced very gpreatly when they_come_^into_the vicinity of the earth. It has 
not heretofore been possible to observe meteors during the day so it is not - 
known how they look in daylight. Whe^n thT^earth passed_.the same loeteor swarm 
last year, a lone meteor was observed some days after. the swarm bad disap- 
peared. That meteor was plainly a straggler. It was observed at ni^t, how- 
ever, and therefore gave off a weak, red glow. It fell ed.so alf an*cntirely 
different angle since it was a different time of day. ... 



Captain KSllenius of the Defense^Staff stated that other possible ex - 
planations of the phenomenon haveinot been written off by any means* To be 
sure, no Swedish balloons have been sent up, Jbu^ propaganda and weather bal- 
loons have been sent up frc0 both CNirmany and Denmark. With the ty y^&f ylnd 
and weather prevailing in recent days . lt ~vould have bee n possible for a bal- 
loon to have been driven over^ Sweden^ Captain Christiernssoa and his mecbaMcJ 
Olle Joharisson, s tated l^the ir report ^ thalL J.he 6pe^^ the object approached 
that of sound] however,^there is great di fflc^ty lo ^pgj^s ^of si^dealy 

appearing objects, even for exper ienced^bgeryers . 7 Ca^aln KaileDius cemented 
that if a balloon prior to its observation^ bad soared to a great altitude, it 
might have lost some of itsVgas, giving it a flat form. : ' • - 



In some quarters,^Captain Christiernsson’s report has been regarded as a 
prank. The Defense Staff rhovever, does not cons id er it a prank r—Chrlstlernssou, 
on returning from another flight to Kalm5 on ^iday, g^e heated ass^ances t^t 
bis report was the absolute truths Be sald,^ "To be sure , I -joke a bit, but one 
does not joke about things llk^thlsy^ I saw something and reported my •obserTa- 
tions. What it was, I dorhot:knOv."(2) 



Object Sta t ed to Be Advertising Balloon 

The mysterious "flying loz^^e" over Hfisslcb®^ pj^baWy^elther ^ 

meteor nor a robot weapon. It was more likely an advertisin^^allo^on for-a 
Skaane perfume f irmT^Tbe obj^t yas observed^t 15^^ 9® ^'ifsday (17 December! 
and on the same day hetveen 1200 and I300; Director Bertil Dahlstrfe 
had been up at Asphult on Lindei^saasen, some myriameters south of M_«leholm, 

• to release 3'^ ndvertislng ‘Walloons. ' 

» ■ 

On Saturday eveedng (I9 December) DahlstrSm telephoned Dagens Wyfagter__£ 
KalffiS office and said, "tfith^n^cefta^tntyr it is one of our ballbons vblch the 
flyers saw. . On Thursdayinoon, we sent up over 30^ balloons cf various colors. 
Their sizes varied fram^l5 id^30 centimeters in diameter. According to what • 
we know from previous occasions, the balloons ought to rise 1,000 Beters and 
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maybe still higher, depending on the veather. TcTeacb balloon vas attached an 
advertisement card vhlcb the finder vas to return to the firm In HalmS In ex- 
change for a bottle of cologne* Some cards have already been returned frm 
finders vlth addresses in Eissleholmy so it is cleaj- that the baLloons vere 
driven by the preTalllng vinds to the place vhere the flyers observed the mys- 
terious lozenge." ; •” 

As of Saturday evening^ the Air Staff did not know about the Skaane bal- 
loons. On the other hand/ the Air Staff had received a telephone call. from an- 
other person in Malm6, radio technician Lundblsd. On the day before the ob- 
servation (l6 Dectaaber), be had sent u p three veather balloo ns of a current 
' model . The vIM vas so strong and in such a d tree t ion tba^ it Is not likely 
that any of the three ballbbhs could have remalDed over Skaane. Meteorological 
balloons are frcoi 1 to 2 meters in^dlamet^. 

Whether perfume advertising ballpphs > vMch are co nsiderably agaller 

than meteorological balloons, could, through angles of refraction and radiation 
of light, take on the appearance and size vhph Ca^^aihTCl^istiernsson reported 
the object to be, is a question which cannot be answered until detailed cal- 
culations are made. Ve^-iikely,'ic ompos it e photographs and other tec^ques 
will be utilized to determine th^^atter. 1 ^ 

Fo new ob^rvatlons have been rep orted durin g Saturday (19 December), and 
the experts are nov working with Jthe_materiaXIVhlch“c^elih^ earlier • ; Telephone 
calls have been received frba a nxjmber ofl Mrsohs vlth Dgy; t heories some of 
vhich vlll be tested. InTthe meantime,^ the _balloon theory seems^to have been 
strengthened through the latest: r e por f ro^ Skaane « ( 3 ) 
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1. ^Dagens Ryheter, l8 Dec 53 

2 . Z Ihl.d r/ 19 Dec 53 

. 3. Ibid,, 20 Dec 53 Z 
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loons. On the other hAnd, the Air Staff had received a telephone call. from an- 
other person in Kalm6, radio technician Lnndblsd.— On the da/ before the ob- 
servation (l6 December)^ he had sent up three veather balloons of a current 
* model. The wind vas so strong and In such a direction that it is not likely 
that any of the three balloons could have remained over Skaane. Keteorological 
balloons are from 1 to 2 laeters in diamet^. . : 

Whether ^he perfume advertising balloons, vhlch are considerably smaller 
than meteorologlced balloons, could, through angles of refraction and radiation 
of light, take on the appearance-e^ eize vbich Captain Christiernsson reported 
the object to he, is a question vMch cannot be ansvered •until detailed cal- 
culations are made. Very likely, composite photographs and other tec^ques 
vill be utilized to determine the matter. _ z: ■ ' « 

Ho nev observations have been reporte d durin g Saturda y (19 Deceaber)^ and 
the experts are nov working vith the materiaX which came in earlier. Telephone 
calls have bean received from a numberZof persons with nev theories, some of 
vhlch will be tested. IhZ the meantime,^ the balleoh^theory seems to have been 
strengthened through the latest re ports from Skaane.( 3) 
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1 . ^ Da^ns Nybeter , I 8 Dec 53 
27Z Ibid rr 19^D ^ 5 3 ~ ~ 

, . 3. Ibid7,^20 D^53 ^ 
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